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M Children’s words support troops (back page)

M Bowling Mania, every Monday at the Westover
Bowling Center, 6 to 9 p.m. $1per game, $1 shoe

rental

Hours of operation

Flyersl nn

desk 24/7
413-593-5421
DSN: 589-2700/base Ext. 2700

Chapd Center
Chaplain available 24/7
Pager: 413-785-3195, base Ext. 3031

FithessCenter
-Friday, 5:30am.-8 p.m.

Sa%non-UTA)r 9 argss[P .m.

UTA Satur s,8am -8p.m.
UTA Sund%?ls, 8am.-4 ppm

Bowling Center
Monday-Friday Iunchand bowling,
11 am.-2:30 p.m.

Westover Consolidated Club
Breskfedt: 6-8 am. until Thursday
lunch, 11 am.-1 p.m.
dinner, 5-8 p.m.

Westover DlnlngFaallty
Bregkfad, dall
$1.60for thoseon
UTA datus-
Midnight mesls, :L’me -lam.
boxed medls provided daily

Famny Support Center
Monday-Friday, 8 am. -48
Saturday and Sunday of A UTA,
9am.-3:30 p.m.
Saurdaycf B UTA, 9am.- 330pm.
0sed Sunday of B
L egal Office
Monday-Friday 7:30 am.-4:30 p.m.

Moy courd 1o
ur am.-5pm.
Sunday 11 am-5pm. P

dlem

M -Saturday 8 am.-7:30 p.m.
nday%ag.m-Spm P

Barber Shop (next to BX)

Tuesday-Fri am-5p.m.
Saurdayd?/anmdé?/ p. mp

Daily Base Shuttle
%vag OI1_5_m| r]!utels_a ﬂed tIITEStO the
ub, dining facility, Hangar Avenue,
stpIr;%and btgwlingoeter.

M Visit us at www.afrc.af. mil/439aw

Aerial porters move Guard squadron

Articleby SSgt. Andrew Biscoe
Photosby M Sgt. W.C. Pope

A joint operation between Westover's
two aerid port squadrons saw to morethan
700,000 pounds of communication equipment
fromaloca Air Nationd Guard unit shipped
overseas from Westover.

Reservigsfrom the 42 and 58" Aerid
Port Squadrons joined forcesto move the
equipment of the 103¢ Air Control Squadron
from Westover to a Southwest ASalocation.

Indl, it took nine C-17 Globemaster 111
arliftersto deploy the equipment from
Westover.

One of the unit's 250 members awaited
thearriva of oneof the C-17swhilehe ateice
cream in the passenger termindl.

“Thisisexcdlent ice cream,” said SSgt.
Kevin Townley. “ The USO ladiesthat work in
here arethe best.”

EotypiicAly Spast Tl
isageographicaly separated unit S
under the A-10 equipped 103 Fighter Group
assigned a Bradley | APin nearby Windsor
Locks, Conn. Filots and support members of
the A-10 flying squadron were earlier
deployed to a Southwest Asaair base.

Townley said the communicetion's
sguadron’sis similar to that of the crew of an
E-3A AWACS—control of military fighters.
Themgor differenceisthat the unit contols

Satellite communications equipmentis rolled on
the back of one of nine C-17s which were loaded
with Connecticut Air National Guard equipment.

TSgt. James Barnes, 58" APS, assembles
lumber to serve as buffer material for
Connecticut Air National Guard communications
equipment onboard a C-17.

the fighters with equipment on the ground.

Their misson includes utilizing satellite
photography, monitoring the skieswith radar
and operating long-range communications
equipment.

Townley, asadlite communications
technician, did not know how long the unit
might be assigned oversess. Recently
married, hewastold to plan for &t least ayear
to be deployed. Contrary to what people
thought, the 1039 ACSwas caled up for the
Waer on Terror, not Operation Iragi Freedom.
“I seethisasan opportunity to do ared world
mission,” the 7-year veteran sad. “It'swhét |
have been trai ning for dl theseyears.”

Lt. Cal. James Carey, 42™ Aerid Port
Squadron commander, coordinated the airlift
of the 103" from Westover with the Guard,
22 Air Force and the arlift control center at
AMC headquartersa Scott AFB, 1.

The aerid port commander described

o the operation as another successful response
| toa“canyou? query.

More than 60 pieces of equipment was
moved to Westover from Connecticut. Most
of the equipment wasarranged inrowsina
long-term parking lot near the medical facility
onWalker Avenue.
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Words of children show support
for troops who protect their world

by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

Today, everyonein uniformisahero to
children. That's especidly true for our
neighbors who have been showing their
gppreciaion with gifts and notesfrom the
beginning of the surge.

Theyoungstersof Valey Chrigtian
School, North Hampton recently collected
toiletries and put together “care packages’ for
the troopsin the passenger termina. People
going oversees were ableto take with them
packages of candy, lip bam, pens, shaving
cream, bottled water and other giftsthanksto
the generosity of the children.

From Heritage Baptist Church, Spring-
fiedd, came acardboard box of |ettersfrom
children who areimmensdly grateful for whet
the troops are doing for them.

“I want to thank you for how you are
protecting our world,” wrote Legh. From
Jessicacame ameticuloudy penned note that
sa'd,_“T?mk youfor protectingme. I'm

ing for you.”
prayvn\g/ymte )F/erecca “Doyou haveafamily
witing for you a home?I’m glad you are
saving our country.”

The notes are smple sentiments from
children, but they are aboost for troops
awaiting the call to board aircraft to teke them
oversess.

“I know h’([arhey were rheadi nﬁ trhgnh'cr)lhey
were §tting here going through thewhole
pile,” said Marilyn Spofford of the USO.

High schoaol studentsfrom Chicopee
High School, Chicopee Vocationa Tech and
Chicopee Comprehensive made a 12-minute
video &t the Telecommunications Center of
Chicopee Public Schools featuring brief
expressons of support.

“Thanksfor helping bring world peace
closer,” one sudent said. Other messages
from the Chicopee studentsinclude; “Come
homesafe” “Semper F,” “Thank you for
defending our country.”

A group of studentsrecited the Pledge of
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Allegiance. “Thisisto honor you. We
gppreciate your sacrifices. You guysareredly
awesome,” they sad.

Much of the video festures skitsdonein
an adolescent, humorous vein, interspersed
with such sentiments as* Americarocks.”
“Thetroopswatch thisand they go hysterica.
They laugh and say ‘play thet again’,”
Marilynsaid.

East Longmeadow school children
conducted afood drive of non-perishable
foodswhich they donated to the USO Food
Pantry in Building 1100 for military families
which need help.

Brownie Girl Scout Troop 4616 of
Naugatuck, Conn. assembled Easter packages
of tolletries, letters, cookies and amall games
for tr in the passenger termind.

“Thiswasther way of thanking the guys
and no sooner did they comein that they guys
weretaking them. Marineswere diverted here
from Cherry Point and they werevery
grateful for the gifts” Marilyn said.

Asimportant asthe giftswerethe
sentiments expressed by the children.

“Dear Soldier,” wrote Julianne. “Thank
ou for protecting our country. You are very
ave. | hopeyou come home safe. Do you
have acat or dog or ahampster? Because |

have them. From your friend.”

College courses

available on base

Nichols College of Dudley isoffering
accd erated associate's, bachdor’'sand
measter’s degree courses in business adminis-
tration a the Base Hangar on Thursdays.
Classesare scheduled from 9 am. to 1 p.m.
and 6to 10 p.m.

Activated reservigs and Guard members
can receive full tuition assgance.

Tolearn more, call Nichols College et 1-
800-580-1776 or send an e-mail to
military@nichols.edu.

Express—ions

Softball team

pitches for members

TheWestover Women's Softball teamis
seeking interested fema eswho would like to
jointheteam that will be playing in the
Chicopee women's dow pitch softball league.
Last year's season — thefirgt for the Westover
team in the league — saw the women'steam
take homethefirg plaoetrophfl

For moreinformation, cal CMSgt.
Tammy Vezinaat Ext. 3428.

S.A.R.T. Training

There will be aSearch and Recovery
Training Excercise @ the Base Fitness Center
on Tuesday, April 15. Team volunteersare
needed. For more information contact Rick
Heller at Ext. 3958 or e-mail
richard.hdller@westover.af.mil.

Passover Seder offered

The Jewish festival of Passover will
in thisyear on Wednesday, April 16th.
Individuas needing information on atending
a Seder med inthe home of amember of a

locd Synagogue contact the Chapedl
Center at Ext. 3031 for further information.

Pat Stats

Served since Feb. 2, 2003
3,553 passengers - 1,066 aircraft
13,005,638 pounds of cargo
Info from MSgt. Jim Garrity, 42APS

Meals
5,625 hot meals served
Box lunches: 4,145
Info fromTSgt. David Beauregard, 439SVS

Fuel since Feb. 1
6,162,180 gallons of JP-8
info from Jim Maloney, fuels
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